THOMAS PEGRAM

Research Fellow

NYU School of Law

139 MacDougal Street, Rm. 119

New York, NY 10012

Office: +01 (212) 998-6435 | Mob: +01 (917) 600-5257
Email: thomas.pegram@nyu.edu

EMPLOYMENT

2009 - current New York University Research Fellow (interdisciplinary research on
international law)
New York University School of Law

Predoctoral Research Fellow (National Human Rights
Institutions)

Human Rights Program, Harvard Law School

2008-2009 Harvard University

EDUCATION

2011 DPhil in Politics Nuffield College, University of Oxford
Supervisor: Laurence Whitehead (University of Oxford)
DPhil Examiners: Nancy Bermeo (University of Oxford)

Susan S. Stokes (Yale University)
Awarded on 14 March 2011 (Pass/No corrections)

2006 MPhil Latin American Studies  St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford
Distinction awarded for MPhil thesis (77)

2002 B.ScEcon International Politics Aberystwyth University of Wales
with Law

Distinction awarded for dissertation (77)

PUBLICATIONS

Books

Human Rights, State Compliance, and Social Change: Assessing National Human Rights
Institutions (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2011) with Ryan Goodman (Eds.)
Articles (peer reviewed journals)

“La Defensoria de los Habitantes de Costa Rica: ;jun puente entre el estado y la sociedad?” [The
Costa Rican Human Rights Ombudsman: A bridge between the state and society?], Revista
Perfiles Latinoamericanos-FLACSO (forthcoming 2011)

“Weak institutions, rights claims and pathways to compliance: the transformative role of the
Peruvian Human Rights Ombudsman,” Oxford Development Studies, vol. 39, No. 2, June 2011,
229-250



“Diffusion across political systems: the global spread of national human rights institutions,”
Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 32, No. 3, August 2010, pp. 729-760

“Accountability in hostile times: the case of the Peruvian Human Rights Ombudsman 1996-
2001,” Journal of Latin American Studies, vol. 40, no. 1, February 2008, pp. 51-82

“Book review: Accountability politics: Power and Voice in Rural Mexico (by Jonathan Fox),”
Revista Latinoamericana de Politica Comparada, vol. 1, 2008, CELAEP: Ecuador

Chapters

“National human rights institutions in Latin America: Politics and institutionalization,” in
Human Rights, State Compliance, and Social Change: Assessing National Human Rights
Institutions, (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2011)

“Bridging the Gap: The Defensoria, Informal Institutions and the Accountability Gap’ in
Peruvian Politics,” in John Crabtree (ed.), Peruvian Democracy: Old Problems, New Challenges,
(Institute for the Study of the Americas, May 2011)

“National human rights institutions and their potential role in prevention and response to mass
atrocities in Latin America,” in Monica Serrano (ed.), Responsibility to Protect in Latin America,
(Routledge Press, forthcoming 2011)

TEACHING EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE

Comparative government, democratization, new institutional analysis,

Teaching expertise: human rights, Latin American politics, qualitative methodology

Guest lecturer on National Human Rights Institutions, Law School,

2009 Harvard University, March 2009

2007 — 2008 Class teacher, Department of Politics and International Relations,
University of Oxford, Comparative Government (paper 201)

2006 — 2008 Tutor in Comparative Government, Department of Politics, University of
Oxford, Comparative Politics 209: Politics in Latin America

2007 Guest lecturer on National Human Rights Institutions in Latin America,
Law School, Alberta University, Canada, October 2007

2006 — 2007 Guest lecturer in democratization in Latin America, Latin American

Centre, St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford

SELECTED PAPERS AND WORKSHOPS

2011

“The Role of National Human Rights Institutions,” to be presented at First Meeting of National
Focal Points, Jointly convened by the Foreign Ministries of Costa Rica, Denmark and Ghana, in
association with the Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, New York, 17 May 2011

“Responsibility to Protect and the Coercive Enforcement of Human Rights” (with Par
Engstrom), paper presented at International Studies Association Conference, Montreal, 19 March
2011

2010

“National Human Rights Institutional Reform: Formal Design Principles and Political Function”
(with Katerina Linos), paper presented at The Domestic Consequences of International Human
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Rights Treaty Ratification, NYU School of Law, New York, 15-16 October 2010

“Weak Institutions, Rights Claims and Pathways to Compliance: the Transformative Role of the
Human Rights Ombudsman,” paper presented at UNDP/CRISE Regional Workshop on
Horizontal Inequalities and Conflict Prevention, Jakarta, Indonesia, 26-27 July 2010

“La defensoria del pueblo: ;el ultimo bastion de la universalidad?,” paper submitted to VI
European Council of Social Investigation on Latin America (CEISAL) Conference, Toulouse,
France, 30 June - 3 July 2010

2009

“National Human Rights Institutions and The Domestic Consequences of International Human
Rights Treaty Ratification,” paper presented at The Domestic Consequences of International
Human Rights Treaty Ratification, European University Institute, 25 November 2009

“The design, origins and distribution of national human rights institutions in Latin America,”
paper presented at Latin American Studies Association 2009 Congress, Rio de Janeiro, 11-14
June 2009

“El diseno institucional que requieren las Defensorias del Pueblo en las metrépolis,” paper
presented at Derechos Humanos y Metropolis, Mexico City Commission for Human Rights,
Mexico City, Mexico, 24 April 2009

Workshop organizer: The role of national human rights institutions in detention monitoring (with
Ryan Goodman), in collaboration with the UN OHCHR and the International Coordinating
Committee for National Human Rights Institutions, Geneva, 23 March 2009

2008

“Accountability en tiempos autoritarios y democraticos: La Defensoria del Pueblo del Perua,”
Peruvian Studies Institute (IEP), Lima, 26 June 2008

“The politics of accountability: the institution of the human rights ombudsman in comparative
perspective.” Presented at the Il REPLA Annual Workshop, Nuffield College, 27 March 2008

“Democracia y Defensorias de los Derechos Humanos en América Latina,” paper presented at
Doctoral Seminar, University of Salamanca, 24 January 2008

2007

“In defense of the citizen: the human rights ombudsman in Latin America,” Presented at the V
Annual Meeting of the Red Euro-Latinoamericana de Gobernabilidad para el Desarrollo
(REDGOB), Poitiers, France, 6-7 December 2007

“Democracy, accountability and institutions: why the ombudsman?” paper presented at Special
Seminar Series, Latin American Centre, University of Oxford, 2 February 2007

“The Peruvian ombudsman: the last bastion of universality?” Presented at Annual Conference of
the Society of Latin American Studies (SLAS), University of Newcastle, 13-15 April, 2007

Workshop organizer: “The politics of human rights in Peru,” at Peru Support Group Annual
Conference, Kingston University, 2 December 2006

SCHOLARSHIP, GRANTS AND AWARDS
2009 DRCLAS-sponsored travel grant, The Weatherhead Center, Harvard University

2008 Abbey Santander Academic Travel Award
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2008

2007
2007
2007
2005
2005

Student Bursary, Department of Politics and International Relations, University of
Oxford
Carlos de Sola Wright Memorial Fund, University of Oxford

Nuffield Studentship, Nuffield College, University of Oxford
Nuffield Travel Grant, Nuffield College, University of Oxford
Latin American Centre Research Grant, University of Oxford
Stahl Research Grant, St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2011

2011

2011-
2008

2010

2009

2009

2009

2009

2008

2008-
2006

2008-
2006

2007

2007-
2006

2007

Visiting Fellowship in Human Rights at the Human Rights Consortium, School of
Advanced Study, University of London, May-June 2011

Workshop organizer: “The Equality and Human Rights Commission of Great Britain:
Challenges and Opportunities,” Human Rights Consortium, University of London, 17
June 2011: http://www.sas.ac.uk/events/view/9422

Consultant and contributor to biannual report on sustainable human development in
Central America, State of the Region Program, Costa Rica:
http://www.estadonacion.or.cr/

Conference co-organizer (with Ryan Goodman): “The Domestic Consequences of
International Human Rights Treaty Ratification,” NYU School of Law, New York, 15-
16 October 2010

Conference organizer: “Multi-disciplinary perspectives on national human rights
institutions, state compliance and social change,” Harvard Law School, 10-11 September
2009

Panel organizer: “Accountability politics: the human rights ombudsman in Latin
America,” Latin American Studies Association, Rio de Janeiro-Brazil, 11-14 June 2009

Workshop organizer: “The role of national human rights institutions in detention
monitoring” (with Ryan Goodman), in collaboration with the UN OHCHR and the
International Coordinating Committee for National Human Rights Institutions, Geneva,
23 March 2009

Journal referee for Human Rights Review

Conference Co-organizer (with Par Engstrom): “The changing nature of democratization
in Latin America: rights, politics and development,” University of Oxford, 26-28 March
2008

Chair of the Oxford-Leon link charity (a charity that supports poverty eradication
projects in Central America)

Contributor, analytical articles on Latin America, Oxford Analytica

Spanish to English translation of book chapter for Laurence Whitehead, Official Fellow,
Nuffield College, University of Oxford

Research Assistant to Professor Alan Angell and Dr. Jan Zielonka, St. Antony’s College,
University of Oxford

Session commentator, CRISE policy conference on Conflict Prevention and Peaceful
Development, QEH, University of Oxford, 9-10 July 2007
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2006 International, London Secretariat
2002-

2003

REFEREES

Professor Ryan Goodman

Anne and Joel Ehrenkranz Professor of Law
Chair of the Center for Human Rights and
Global Justice

NYU School of Law

New York, NY 10012

Email: ryan.goodman@nyu.edu

Dr. John Crabtree

Research Associate

Latin American Center

University of Oxford

St. Antony’s College

Woodstock Road

Oxford, OX2 6JF

Email: john@crabtree-condor.unet.com

Internship (six months), International Law and Organizations Program, Amnesty

Project Coordinator for ProWorld (grassroots NGO based in Peru), Urubamba, Peru

Laurence Whitehead

Fellow of Nuffield College

University of Oxford

Nuffield College

New Road

Oxford OX1 INF

Email: laurence.whitehead@nuffield.ox.ac.uk

Professor David Robertson

(Teaching Referee)

Vice Principal and Tutorial Fellow

in Politics

St Hugh’s College

Oxford OX2 6LE

Email: david.robertson@st-hughs.ox.ac.uk




